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Unemployment insurance benefits expansion to 26 weeks  
 

TOPEKA – Kansas Secretary of Labor Delía García confirmed today that the expansion to up to 26 weeks 
of unemployment benefits passed by the Kansas legislature and signed into law by Governor Laura Kelly 
in March is operative. 
 
In mid-March, the legislature passed a temporary extension to increase the number of weeks an individual 
would be eligible for unemployment benefits from up to16 weeks to up to 26 weeks for all claims filed 
after January 1, 2020.  The extension will apply automatically; no application or process is required other 
than to file weekly claims.  Those impacted will receive new monetary determinations that include the 
additional 10 weeks’ worth of benefits. 
 
“If you are eligible, you will automatically receive the benefits extension,” García said. “You do not need 
an additional application. This applies to applications made on or after January 1, 2020, as directed by the 
Kansas legislature.”  
 
“This is good news for Kansans,” Governor Laura Kelly said. “With the implementation of the Kansas 
legislature’s expansion of benefits to up to 26 weeks, Kansans have the safety net needed to get through 
this crisis until the state can begin to reopen for business.” 
 
For more information, or to apply for unemployment benefits, go to www.GetKansasBenefits.gov. 
 
 
 
       ### 
The Kansas Department of Labor – Provides workers and employers with information and services that are accurate and timely, efficient and 
effective, fair and impartial. Administered by employees that understand the value and importance of public service to their fellow Kansans. 
 

Follow the Kansas Department of Labor: 
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